
THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS
OF 1887.

The events of the past week have only served to
demonstrate more clearly the appropriateness of our

remarks in the Journal of last week concerning the
inexcusably hasty action of several prominent mem-

bers of the profession in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
Boston, regarding the action of the Committee on

the Organization of the International Medical Con-
gress of 1887, at its recent session in this city. Such
action was taken, not only before the proper officers
of the Committee had made any authorized report,
but before the Committee had in any proper sense

so far completed their work as to make a publication
of the same proper. The very nature of the work
the Committee had to do, with the limited time al-
lowed for the meeting, rendered it highly important
that their action should be carefully written out and
reviewed at least by the Executive Committee, the
prominent appointees conferred with, and time given
to receive suggestions, supply defects and fill vacan-

cies caused by declinations or otherwise.
The Genera] Committee as first organized had its

first and only meeting in Washington in November,
1884, and they took four months subsequently in
which to confer and further perfect their work through
the agency of their Executive Committee, before pub¬
lishing the results, and then left several parts in¬
complete. But now, forsooth, in four days after
adjournment of the Committee, on mere partial,
verbal reports, a few grave, learned, and hitherto
justly honored members of the profession in the
three cities named, hasten together and denounce the
work of the Committee as "detrimental to the in¬
terests of the medical profession in America," and
ostentatiously resolve to " decline to hold any office

in said Congress as now organized." If these nit

had first taken pains to learn accurately what th
present Committee had done, and then assembled foi
the purpose of considering the more important items
with a view of suggesting improvements and thereby
aiding the Committee in rendering their work more

complete and acceptable, they would have given
evidence that they had more regard for the honor
and interests of the profession than for their own

personal prejudices and dislikes; in other words,
they would have acted like men, and not like half
grown school-boys. Although the assembly of twenty-
eight in Philadelphia, the nineteen in Boston and the
twelve in Baltimore each solemly adopt preambles
and resolutions, not one of them specifies any par¬
ticular provisions or rules that had been adopted by
the Committee on Organization, the practical work¬
ing of which would prove " detrimental to the pro¬
fession in America," or in any other country. But
from the editorial comments in the Medical News of
Philadelphia, the inference may be drawn that the
alterations made in the first Rule, by which the
American membership of the Congress was limited
to delegates appointed by the American Medical
Association and the State and local societies in affili¬
ation with it, was the chief cause of dissatisfaction.

It is claimed that the International Medical Con¬
gress is a purely scientific body, having no reference
to particular national or State medical organizations.
Evidently recognizing some force in this claim, the
members of the Council of the New York State
Medical Association held a meeting, not like their
brethren in Philadelphia and Boston, to denounce
the work of the Committee and hasten to wash their
hands of all further responsibility, but to devise, if
possible, some improvements. And after due delib¬
eration, they make to the Committee on Organization
the following suggestion :

" Resolved, That the Council of the New York
State Medical Association respectfully recommends
to the Committee of Arrangements for the Interna¬
tional Medical Congress the following modification
of the rule by which the American membership of
the Congress is to be constituted, to wit :

" That the American membership of the Congress
be constituted of delegates, who shall be entitled to

participate in the business and scientific proceed¬
ings, and of members who shall be entitled to par¬
ticipate only in the scientific proceedings of the
Congress; that the delegates maybe appointed by
the American Medical Association and by State and
local organizations in affiliation therewith, in the pro¬
portion of one delegate for every ten or fraction of
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ten members of the organizations thus represented ;
that members of the regular medical profession of the
United States may become members of the Congress
by registering their names as such and by taking out
tickets of admission."

For all the purely scientific interests and proceed¬
ings of the proposed Congress, this proposition opens
the door to all the members of the regular medical
profession of the United States to become members
of the Congress, by simply "registering their names

as such and taking out tickets of admission. "

This proposition will doubtless receive the favor¬
able consideration of the Committee on Organiza¬
tion, and is certainly liberal enough to satisfy the
purest scientists in this or other countries. If we

are correctly informed, there is another part of the
work of the Committee that needs further attention.
During the session in Chicago, the Committee re-

adopted Rule 6, without alteration, which reads as

follows :

"6. All addresses and papers, read either in the
General Meeting or in the Sections, are to be im¬
mediately handed to the Secretaries. The Execu¬
tive Committee, after the conclusion of the Congress,
shall proceed with the publication of the transactions,
and shall have full power to decide which papers
shall be published, and whether in whole or in part. "

The duties enjoined in this rule are very important;
and the Executive Committee referred to was a Com¬
mittee of the Congress provided for in the previous
Rule io. But the present Committee, in changing
Rules 9 and   in such manner as to make the
General Committee on Organization a simple Com¬
mittee of Arrangements, with officers entirely separ¬
ate from the officers of the Congress, have omitted
to provide for any Executive Committee of the
Congress proper. This is an important omission,
and we would suggest that the Committee supply it
by a rule making the President of the Congress, the
Secretary-General, the Chairmen of the Finance
Committee, and the Chairman of the several Sections
an Executive Committee of the Congress for the
purposes named in the sixth rule. These considera¬
tions make it desirable that the Committee have time
for further conferences before any formal publica¬
tion of their proceedings.

We understand that the officers of the Committee
are already taking the preliminary steps for another
meeting early in September; and if the professed
friends of the Congress will take half as much pains
to aid the Committee in completing wise and satis¬
factory arrangements, as some of them do to find
fault and throw obstacles in the way, there will be

no trouble in securing good arrangements and a suc¬

cessful Congress.
" A cardinal source of dissatisfaction with the new

organization is that it is under the control of a hand¬
ful of discontented men, who were not included in
the preliminary organization, and who stirred up this
trouble for what they could make out of it."—Medi¬
cal News, July ii, 1885.

Just so, the simple truth will come out sometimes
even by accident. After all the pretenses, then,
about changes in the plan of organization, a cardinal
source of the dissatisfaction with our learned friends
of the Quaker City, is that poor Mordecai is found
sitting at the King's gate.

"There can be no question that the Committee of
eight had full and specific authority to add to its
membership, and that the original Committee thus
enlarged was authorized to make all arrangements
for the Congress, so far as the American Medical
Association could give such authority. The Inter¬
national Medical Congress accepted the invitation
with this understanding, and thereby practically ac¬

cepted the original Committee of eight as its Com¬
mittee of Organization."—Medical News.

Grant it all, and there can be no possible question
that the same American Medical Association from
which the Committee of eight derived all the author¬
ity it ever had, made itself fully responsible for the
acts of its Committee, and possessed just as "full
and specific authority" to modify the [lowers confered
whenever it might choose to do so. And yet on the
first attempt to do this, five of the eight voluntarily
abandon their position, and ingloriously turn their
backs upon their duties both to the Association and
the Congress. Pure unselfish patriotism that !

THE OPERATIVE TREATMENT OF ASTHMA.
Such is the title of an important and interesting

paper read by Dr. Wilhelm Hack at the Fourth
Annual Congress of Internal Medicine held last
April at Wiesbaden, Germany. This address forms
the latest contribution to our knowledge of certain
reflex phenomena which have been carefully studied
by French, German, English and American rhin-
oscopists. We refer to certain neurosal conditions,
notably hemicrania and asthma, which are found to
be occasioned reflexly by diseased states of the nasal
mucous membrane. Attention was first directed to
this possibility by Voltolini, who reported the cure of
a case of asthma by the removal of a nasal polypus.
Similar observations were subsequently made, and
the subject was discussed, by H\l=a"\nisch, Fr\l=a"\nkel,
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